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and Long Island, it swept away thousands of houses. In some places a
row of as many as 50 houses disappeared completely except for a few
chimneys and concrete garage floors. In some such cases the houses, with
their lower stories shattered, actually floated across lagoons and were
stranded high and dry on the inner shore half a mile or more away. Else-
where houses were turned on their sides. The lower stories of others
were swept away leaving the upper stories standing on stilts. Elsewhere
the boards of one house were packed away in chaos inside the lower story
of another. Boats were swept hundreds of feet inland; some of them
were deposited in streets, or in people's back yards.
Farther inland many barns and houses were blown down, and hundreds
of thousands of trees were laid low. In some places acres of trees were
toppled over, though neighboring trees were uninjured. Miles away from
the sea the trees were coated with seawater. This fostered the growth of
a fungus which gave a brown color to the leaves still left on the trees.
The loss of life is estimated at 682. It would have been vastly more if the
hurricane had occurred a month earlier when most of the summer houses
along the shore were occupied. The damage to property is estimated at
$400,000,000, which is far more than in any other hurricane. Never before
has such a hurricane passed through so densely populated a region where
so 'many houses stood close to the sea.
One of the strangest effects of the hurricane was seen at Massachusetts
State College at Amherst. There the freshman class customarily takes
three intelligence tests on three successive days. In their first test, the
day before the hurricane, the class averaged 4 per cent higher than the
average for previous classes, but this is no more than often happens by
accident. The third test was postponed till the second day after the hurri-
cane because on the day when it would normally have come the students
were busy helping to remove trees from the street, and to get things ship-
shape after the storm. In this test the class averaged 10 per cent below the
average of the two previous classes which took the same test. The excite-
ment and weariness of the preceding day were doubdess responsible for
this.
The remarkable part of the matter was what happened in the second
test. The students went into the examination room while the hurricane
was raging, and were writing while it was at its height. The wind was
howling, trees were crashing to the ground outside, and the room became
so dark that the lights had to be turned on. When the examination was
a little more than half finished, a falling tree carried away the electric-
light wires. The examination had to be finished in a room so dark that
the students could hardly read. Nevertheless their average rank was
amazingly high. Ordinarily Massachusetts State College ranks in about

